First meeting for
the Yo'

2 Februa



President’s
Update

Welcome to 2024.

Date
Feb 22

Thank you to everyone who came to our
post-Christmas, Christmas picnic. It was a great Mar 3
way to start a new Riley year. ar

And it was a fantastic way to catch up with
all of you in a less-stressed time of the year. The
consensus from those who were there is that we
should make it our new date for our Christmas
get-together. The Committee will take this into
consideration when we put our Calendar of
Events together for the year.

Mar 17

Mar 28
As mentioned in my last Update, we need
to form a sub-committee to start organising the
2026 National Rally. This year’s rally is only three
months away. 2025’s rally in WA will be here
before we know it making the need to get the
ball rolling pretty obvious.

April 14

| will send out an email with the date, time
& place this will happen after the next
Committee meeting. A sub-committee of a Rally
Chair, Rally Secretary, Rally Treasurer, Rally
Captain and a couple of Rally Committee
Members will need to come together.

April 25

May
13-18
May 23

Speaking of committees, March will be our
Annual General Meeting at which time all
positions on the Committee are declared vacant.
Many of you have served on the Committee
overs the years of your membership. Some have
not. Is it time you stepped up to help with the
running of the club? I think that it would be
great to have you on the Committee. See page 9.

All the upcoming events are in the Events
Calendar on the right. We definitely will be
having a meeting on April 25, Anzac Day.

Get them Rileys on the road; that’s what
they were made for.

Mark

A Few (maybe final)
Words from
The Editor

I’'ve been wondering whether the e.Crank should continue.
We have email, a website and social media.

And | have a feeling that the e.Crank doesn’t have a strong readership
in its target audience. I’'m happy to continue. | enjoy it.
However, do we need a magazine in its current form?
What do you think.

If | get fewer than 10% responses

that’ll be the decider.

And while you’re in responding mode, see page 9.

Rob has had almost no response from his request in

the last edition.

The Riley Motor Club of SA

The EVENTS Calendar

(All the links are clickable)

Event
Club Meeting

All British Day

Historic Motor
Vehicles
Gathering

AGM and Club
Meeting

MclLaren Vale
Vintage

and Classic
Club Meeting

National Rally
Bundaberg
Club Meeting

More Details

7.30pm Shannons Insurance Offices,
863-865 South Rd, Clarence Gardens

https://www.allbritishday.com/

Barratt Reserve, West Beach
10-2pm.

7.30pm Shannons Insurance Offices,
863-865 South Rd, Clarence Gardens

https://

www.vintageandclassic.com.au/

7.30pm Shannons Insurance Offices,
863-865 South Rd, Clarence Gardens

http://rileysa.org.au/national-rallies/

7.30pm Shannons Insurance Offices,
863-865 South Rd, Clarence Gardens

Getting those Rileys
on the Road

The club maintains a list of
members who would like to drive
cars owned by other members
who are unable to do so and
welcome others to drive them.

’

On the Cover

Rob Reuvitt’s photo of his Christmas installation

e.Crank - Jan/Feb 2024

featuring Bub the EIf.
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Christmas in January

Almost everyone who was there. Somehow, | missed Lizzie.
She says she was probably “out with the cats”. Sue took my photo. Ed
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The Festivities &
holidays are over
and it’s back to work.
Christmas is only

102 months away.

A Boxing Day “Steam-up” on
the other side of the planet.
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Australia
Day 2024

Bev and David
Thomson had
Riley guests for
lunch on
Australia Day.

Guests Ralph Thomas from South Africa
and Paul Baée from Sydney with
Bev and David.

Jessicar the Roadster all dressed up
for Australia Day.

Australia Day 1911, Minlaton. SLSA
Australia Day Car (PRG 1617/16/1).

Centenary Celebrations 1936

King William Street. SLSA https://
collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/
B+8334/117

Edited and colourised by Kelly Bonato
of A Colourful History.
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Septimus has not been
Slack over the
Festive Season

by Andrew Porter

Septimas Hughes (the living Metro(G)nome) again took time out
from his busy schedule, touring with the Amazing Wintergreen
Spoon Ensemble, to project manage a fuel pump upgrade on the
“Porter Edition” RMA.

Prior to the Arthur Clisby Memorial Picnic in September 2023, a
few of us took part in the Distinguished Gentleman’s Drive (which
raises money for men’s health projects and programs).

The Drive took us up the Freeway to Strathalbyn. The uphill part of
the Drive proved that the RMA is a mighty beast. A sluggish fuel
starved beast that dragged itself up the hill in a beastly manner.

The old question of “How do you tell the difference between an
RMA and an RMB?” was well and truly answered. Yes.........if you
pass it, it is an RMA. If it passes you, it is an RMB.

Before the end of the journey to Strathalbyn, the decision was
made to change the mechanical fuel pump to an electric one.

Online research and advice from Riley folk, both here and overseas,
determined that the best option was a Facet Posi-flow 60104 (1.5-
4psi. 95 litres/hr).

The Posi-flow is a small plastic bodied pump that only needs a 12v
positive supply and is earthed to the chassis. It is a “push” pump,
rather than a “pull” pump and so, needs to be fitted close to and
preferably below the fuel tank, at an angle of approx. 45 degrees.
Mounting below the fuel tank was not possible, but as per the
installation instructions, the pump can be mounted up to 12”
above the bottom of the fuel tank without priming problems.

The pump has been attached the to the rear of the spare wheel
compartment, behind the differential and tucked up out of harm’s
way. The 12v positive feed is from the same circuit that provides
power to the brake light switch. Septimus determined that this was
the best option, given available and required amperage (1.5 amps)
on the circuit and given that the circuit is only active when the
ignition is on.

The solid fuel line coming from the fuel tank was cut and
redirected to the fuel pump via a filter and then back to the main
solid fuel line at the rear wheel arch.

In the engine bay, the old flexible fuel hose from the solid line to
the fuel pump was replaced, and redirected via a fuel regulator
(adjustable, but set at 2.5psi), to the carburettor. An overflow pipe
has been fitted to the carburettor.

The mechanical fuel pump has been removed and a mild steel plate
now covers what would otherwise be a gaping hole.

Project cost was just over $200 ($125 for the pump; $25 for

carburettor overflow pipe; $33 for fuel regulator $25 for fuel hose
and sundries). Installation time approx. 2.5 hrs.

The Riley Motor Club of SA

e.Crank - Jan/Feb 2024

Septimus Hughes carries out a final inspection.

Hill climbing performance has improved. Donald Campbell’s land
speed records, however, are not under threat at this stage.

Purists may weep, but overall, Team Septimus, considers this a
good modification to assist with driving in modern traffic.

Pump and filter in place

Other tasks successfully project managed over the break include a
spin-on oil filter conversion and the addition of reversing lights. See
below. More on that later maybe.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Hello Leigh,

I’'m reaching out on what, | imagine, will be a very “long shot”
regarding any information on what | believe was a Riley
Kestrel 15/6 that “lived” in Adelaide.

My limited information comes from my late father who
worked at Smith & Dove in Pirie Street in the late 1930s prior
to joining the RAN in 1940.

Smith & Dove were auto electricians and agents for
Lanchester and Daimler cars, but also serviced other makes.
My father often talked about a Riley Kestrel they looked after
for the Adelaide socialite Judith Van Zuilecom (who married
Robe)rt Napier, the eldest son of Sir Thomas Mellis Napier, in
1940).

He was charged with delivering the Kestrel to Port Adelaide
as Miss Van Zuilecom was returning on a ship from one of her
frequent trips “abroad”. (See here Ed) Like most young
blokes, taking the Kestrel for “a burn” was irresistible, and a
rapid trip through the Adelaide Parklands ensued before
dhelivering the Kestrel to the docks and returning to work on
the train.

Needless to say, his high-speed antics in the parklands in such
a rare car belonging to a well-known socialite had been
noticed and a member of the public had “dobbed him in” to
his boss at Smith & Dove.

After a “dressing down” from the Manager he returned to his
duties likely saved by the fact that his father ran the large
vehicle workshops for Goldsborough Mort & Co and directed
a lot of auto electrical work to Smith & Dove.

As mentioned previously, | believe it was a 15/6 as my father
described the car as having a “fast back’ saloon body and
“pre-selector gearbox”. He noted in his journal that the car
was grey in colour but nothing else to identify which version
of the Kestrel. Sadly, it never occurred to me to ask him as he
remained a car enthusiast to the end, an interest that both
my brother and | have inherited. But before you ask, no
Rileys ...yet!

If anyone has any information on this Riley Kestrel or if it still
exists, | would be delighted to hear from them.

Kind Regards,
Mark Johnson, Renmark SA.
mark-sev@iinet.net.au

A quick google search reveals that Judith Van Zuilecom
arrived on the TSS Ulysses from South Africa in 1936.
See here. This could be the trip mentioned.

It’s definitely the person as other search results confirm.

We hope that someone can assist Mark in his search.
Please respond to Mark and me.

And.....more on those lovely Kestrels on page 11. Ed

LOL

compiled by Gil Netts.

The Riley Motor Club of SA
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Rileys
on
Screen

compiled by
Miles Prower

Ann-Marie Porter found this one.

The Manhood of Edward
Robinson is a short story written
by Agatha Christie which was
published in 1924.

Edward Robinson, a city clerk
much under the thumb of his
fiancée, Maud, decides on a whim
to spend some competition prize
money to buy a sports car. He
takes it to the country for a drive.
After coming back from a walk, he
finds. to his surprise that he has
got back into the wrong car, and
there is a stolen diamond
necklace in the pocket....

You can see a film version here.

Years ago Peter Boorman
a club member. He built a
Le Mans - style Roadster.

was

It still lives, now in the ACT.

You can see it here.

In November last year the Victorian club held a Gala 2023 was a very special year for the orchard and the

Lunch and Car Display to celebrate the special

Russo families as well. It was 70 years that the Russo

anniversaries of their club, the Riley Pathfinder and the family had work this property and 25 years since they

original Riley Motor Club.

had a huge hail storm that damaged most of the crop
of apples, which led to the establishment of the

110 present and past members and family attended Summer Snow apple juice product.
the lunch and the car park was filled with at least 36

Rileys from 1929 to 1967 including 17 pre-war cars.

See the video here.

The location was Bellevue Orchard in Officer owned by This text edited from Marilyn Threlfall’s article in the Blue Diamond.

Rob, Anne, Jo & Chris Russo.

The Riley Motor Club of SA
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_lG3P9p9h0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXdRUk8zCQk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOYc0hVUonc

What do you want from
Your Club?

For a while now the number of members that have been coming to
our events has been quite low. A few of the events only had three
Rileys and not many more members.

The events that had the largest attendances in the last year
were:
* the Christmas function, for which unfortunately not many
people turn up in Rileys.
& Christmas in July — We had 7 Rileys, a Citroen and a few
moderns.
* All British Da
Another well-attended “event” was a working bee

(o umer
weekends? to help Sue get Eleanor back on the r; embe
were involved.

At the moment w ave a Cib in. ave Mar

Hayes doing the Club Cap¥&i e t umber of hats he is
wearing at the moment it Would
on therole. | felt sorry for
in a huge amount of work ofganising events and she wouldn’t know
how many people were going to attend and whether all her work was
%oin to be in vain. | would be more than happy to take on the role

ut due to my work load, strange hours and interstate work, | would
be too unreliable to

be required. | would

%ve the position the amount of time that wou

e more than happy to assist anyone t 0
like to step up to the plate.
We have members that h o} i ed or
repaired and this may be the rea n dance® A ub we
ern are

are happy for members to come a the
members who have cars but they u

people together and get more peole att@hding.

I would be happy to lend a car to someone from the club
function as long as they are familiar with driving a Riley. | lent Bub,
My EIf, to my sister for the McLaren Vale Vintage and Classic this year
and she went down there with two of her friends. Unfortunately,
there were only two other Rileys entered and another Riley met us at
the winery. Even though numbers were very low everyone had a
really nice time and they were all made very welcome. Hopefully,
they will come along next year.

There are Car and Coffee events early on Sunday mornings
around the city which last usually for only a couple of hours from 8 fill

ind someone that can take
rie when she had the role, she put

ive. We can help put

10. These are good events to get noticed but we would need to have a
minimum of 3 or 4 cars attend to make them stand out. | have taken
mine to the Nuriootpa Cars and Coffee a few times but with one car it
doesn’t get noticed as much.

There is talk about promoting the club and getting new
members. To achieve this we will need to promote ourselves first and
make our events better supported.

Everyone in the club gets on well together. It is always a
highlight of my month when we have a function (apart from getting
out of the office for a daﬁ). | always enljoy getting one of the cars out
of the shed

d driving through the hills ....or wherever we go.

ugh there were only three of us in Rileys at the recent
c we still had a good time. John and Liz were also

ere in a Citroen. There was a lot of interest from the
in the Rileys. People stopped, read the fact boards and stopped
rora chat. It would have been a lot better if we had a few more
members there to answer some questions. There are a couple of
members at the moment that have theigRileys on the market. Shows
like the All British Day, Yankalilla he McLaren Vale Classic
are ideal places to show them.

e ne®d to look at as a group and
get some feedbd ing gyents that you as members
would be hag

eys to a destination and stop for a

more informal and bookings aren’t

it ore structured, like Christmas in July where we book

o $hotel or function where bookings need to be made and you
n’t just turn up?

Do you want mid week events and not just Weekend events?
Do you want social evenings?
Do you want technical events — We have a lot of members doin%
various work on their cars and as a group we could meet and help out
getting more cars on the road?
Is one function a month too many?
Do we want to co-ordinate functions with other clubs and have joint
functions?

Please, can | have some feedback on what you want from the
club and if you have any ideas for events for the future? And let us
know if you are interested in the Club Captain’s role and help unload
some pressure off our hard-working President.
| can be contacted on email robrevitt@gmail.com or 0457004478.

Rob

Proposer Name.........cooooieiecce e

prepared to accept the following position.

POSIHION/S ..o e ceerceess s s e ssasssssbssaene

The positions open to members
of the Committee are:

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Club Captain
General Committee
General Committee

2024 Committee

| hereby nominate...........cccoocurececcececeeeeecee e

| agree to stand for election to the Committee of the Riley Motor Club of South Australia Inc. and | am

Other Roles

Minute Secretary

Conditional Registration Registrar
Conditional Registration Registrar
Magazine Editor

Magazine Editor 2

Spare Parts New

Spare Parts Used

Please forward to: The Secretary, Riley Motor Club of SA Inc., secretary@rileysa.org.au,
PO Box 267 Fullarton, SA 5063, or personally.

Nomination Form

for the Committee of the Riley Motor Club of SA Inc.

Signature. ...

Signature of Applicant.........cc.eemin s

The Riley Motor Club of SA

e.Crank - Jan/Feb 2024
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The 2024 National Rally is in
Bundaberg, Queensland.

13-18 May.

See the promotional video here.

You can
register now.
The forms are
here.

A New Acquisition for our Library

Jim Sloan

has kindly donated
a copy of the
One-Point-Five
Workshop Manual.

This is not
Jim Sloan
nor anyone else
we know.
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From the Riley Marketing Department in 1936

an over eighty job!!

Tue Avt ADVERTISEMENTS. Juxe 20rH, 1936, §7

SO THERE!

It’s a funny world. We’ve been saying for a couple
of months that we’re not making—we CAN’T make
(please believe us!)—a lot of this particular model;
that it’s an "over eighty” job, and a saloon at that,
the finer points of which are definitely wasted on
ordinary motorists like you and me; and yet

well, there are a lot more of you want this car than
can have it. So pipe down, you fellows who never do
over “sixty” unless you can see right along an empty
four-mile straight at 7 o’clock on Sunday morning.
(You can bat as fast as that on _a standard Riley
anyway, without paying for the privilege of driving
this model).

You see, nobody’ll know you’ve got a Kestrel-Sprite
unless you handle it like one. You can? Oh, all
right. Queue up

KESTREL-SPRITE

1} Litre Kestrel-Sprite Saloon, £398. 1} Litre Lynx-Sprite Open
Tourer, £398. Dunlop Tyres and Triplex Glass all round.
Riley (Coventry) Limited, Coventry.

MENTION OF “‘THE AUTOCAR’' WHEN WRITING TO ADVERTISERS WILL ENSURE PROMPT ATTENTION.

Our fact checkers have
determined that the adjacent
image is real. Apart from the blue
birds that is. Simon in accounting
snuck in and edited the image
and then we were hacked

and then....

It’s a long story.

We can’t be sure about the
origins of the two ads.
They’re certainly not

Ford Avenue Productions.
We’re just a bit uneasy
about the language.

And sadly, with all the cutbacks
our researchers have now gone
to greener pastures and

we’re waiting on 457 or 482
(we’ve lost count)

visa applicants and refugees to fill
our fact checker vacancies.
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From the Archives - the rvB.2

Found by Chance Hapning

The Riley Motor Club of SA e.Crank - Jan/Feb 2024 Page 12



FOR SALE

1949 RMB

Very good condition - goes well
Brakes/Radiator recently reconditioned
Has been garaged and covered

Selling to create garage space

Located in Stirling SA

$25,000 ono
Contact : Sam Sullivan 0417 212 243
samsullivanl@bigpond.com

Jonathan Horne took this lovely photo of his
RMB outside the Dering Arms at Pluckley in
Kent and posted it on

the Riley RM Series

1945-57 facebook page.
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More from
the
Archives

Also found by Chance Hapning

FOR THE PROTECTION OF |
PEDESTRIANS.

Motorists May be Compelled to
Insure.

' Motorists may soon be compelled to take out insur-
ance policies against accidents in which pedestrians are
involved. The Assistant Treasurer (Mr. F. A. Cooper) will
present an official report on t he subject to Cabinet. The
R.A.C.Q. are opposed to the scheme, but are in favour of
a safety financial responsibility law as exists in U.S.A. and
Canada,
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Our president Mike Quinn is a In the

talented craftsman. He recently

worked through the process of W k h
repairing a gear change lever for Or S Op
Paul Stark.

The two marked sections of the Part Number F2.5 = Gear Change Lever

stick (on the left) started out 70
years ago as spheres.

However, despite the significantly
large amount of lubrication inside
the gearbox they wear and the end
result is very sloppy gear change
and a lot of rattling.

Lazarus will not suffer from such
annoyances.

Photograph by Paul Stark.

WARNING!
Part Number F2.16 - Plug for Gearbox Cover Assembly

Members are advised that this part may, “in some circumstances”,
be dislodged from its associated aperture at the top of the
gearbox and, with movement of the vehicle, fall to the ground
where it might or might not ever be found again.

Circumstances usually include forgetfulness and inattention

at the time the part is unscrewed often involving an oil change.

The Riley Motor Club of SA

This is an RM door lock.

The large circled section through which the shaft goes
is prone to failure. In this image you can see the four
cracks in the cast.

Mark Pullan is in the process of repairing his.

The part is being remanufactured by the RM Club in
the UK. However, to remove it from the assembly the
rectangular marked component needs to be removed.
A rivet circled on the right-hand side

prevents it from sliding out of the housing.

After careful consideration and extensive
Consultation, Mark decided to remove the rivet, drill
and tap and insert a hex socket head cap screw. He
then ground the head down to a suitable height.

He is well on his way to solving the door lock problem.
Just waiting for parts from the UK.

Photographs by Mark Pullan.
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On Holiday

compiled by Victor Mower

The other images are from the other side of the planet
but this one is more local. Phil Evans’ Nine Ubeaut
(with accommodation behind).
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WFH is so 2023.

Working from the car is
the new normal.

And it’s not even new.
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Familiar
shapes

A Pathfinder motor in a 1955 Duckham’s Oil ad.

Below: If you give it only a cursory glance it
might be a modified Pathfinder motor in an RM.
But no, it’s a Mazda motor.
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Ads, ads
and more
ads
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Roy’s
RME
Riley

by Leigh Johnson

If these brush strokes look familiar, you
might be recognising them from an
Eagle Comic or Annual or the packaging
from an Airfix model.

The illustrations are by Roy Cross.

His work was very popular in the 50's.
Know Your Airliners was published

by Perry Colour Books in 1955.

One of the illustrations shows cars
being loaded into a Superfreighter. And
in the foreground is a very recognisable
RME.

Yours for 2/6 then, (4/3 in Australia

according to my copy) you can still
pick up a copy for about $25.

The Riley Motor Club of SA
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Page 20



RILEYS IN THEIR TIME

compiled by Al Dentay

A younger Graeme Pinkney took this photo in 1969

at St Johns Wood, London. That’s a younger Diana on the left.
He had sold William, the 1933 Monaco,

and the new owners were picking it up.

Above and below. “Someone’s Dad’s Rileys”.

A Riley sits next to a Maserati, formerly raced by Fangio
and then owned by Reg Hunt in Melbourne.

Note the position of the
Roadster’s wipers at rest,
the windscreen de-fogger

and a lone Lucas SLR700
spot light. Needs another on
the right to match.

See page 5.
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Meming it

compiled by Freida Eyre

The Riley Motor Club of SA e.Crank - Jan/Feb 2024 Page 22






] il

\

R : |
A, |
i YW

= = - p ', A kL " n — B
e = iy S ESCe :
e pe e o SRASSRC D
-~ — , . A ey | - 7 ' \ : i

- . .;‘; e

S NV oA

On the corner of Sturt and Morphett Roéa‘ls‘in the édrly 50’s. In the background are >the yet to be developed
suburbs of Seacombe Gardens and Seacliff Heights which weren’t surveyed until the late 50’s. True story.

The Riley Motor Club of South Australia is one of six Riley clubs in Australia. There are other Riley clubs in
Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, the ACT and Western Australia. We have around 100 members across
South Australia with Rileys spanning the 1920s to the 1960s. We meet monthly (but not in January) on the Fourth
Thursday of the month at 7.30pm at Shannons 863-865 South Road, Clarence Gardens.

And every month we take our Rileys out for a run somewhere. Classic cars were made for cruising.

The e.Crank is produced by the folk at Ford Avenue Productions. See here. (A hobby not a business.) Readers are
advised that the views and opinions expressed in the e.Crank are solely the views and opinions of the contributors
and are not necessarily the views and opinions of the management or membership of the Riley Motor Club of South
Australia Inc. Additionally, the names and images of dead people may be included. If you have some issue with that
we encourage you to write to wedontcare@gmail.com.

Committee Members
PRESIDENT, USED PARTS

& ALTERNATE REGISTRAR: Mark Hayes 8524 3594 0422 925 312 president@rileysa.org.au
VICE PRESIDENT: Mike Quinn 82359157 0427 840 830 mgpe55@gmail.com
SECRETARY: Ross McOmish 8388 5340 0413 430 767 secretary@rileysa.org.au
and PUBLIC OFFICER:
CLUB CAPTAIN: Vacant clubcaptain@rileysa.org.au
TREASURER: Beverley Wilson 0427 386 220 treasurer@rileysa.org.au
GENERAL COMMITTEE: Sue Murphy 0414 781 680 murphyplacefarell@gmail.com
Rob Revitt 0457 004 478 robrevitt@gmail.com
Paul Stark 0497 652 031 rta20597@bigpond.net.au
Other Useful People
HISTORIC VEHICLES REGISTRAR
& FEDERATION REP: Chris Kinney 83791724

SPARE PARTS (New)
Library, Website,
and Editor: Leigh Johnson 0483 819 324 editor@rileysa.org.au

CLUB MAILING ADDRESSES: president@rileysa.org.au and PO Box 267, Fullarton, S.A., 5063
CLUB WEBSITE: rileysa.org.au
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